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Jameson Raid (§ 172) brought this home to him more forcibly
than ever. He appointed as Minister of Marine a Captain
Tirpitz, who had long advocated a bigger navy, and from that
time forward naval expansion became a ruling passion with
him. A Navy League was formed to preach the doctrine to
the German people, and to induce them to submit to the
burden of taxation which it involved. A great programme of
shipbuilding in 1898 was accelerated two years later. In flam-
boyant speeches the Kaiser spoke of " Germany's bitter need
of a mighty fleet," declared that " our future lies on the water "
and that " Neptune's trident must be in our hands," and so on.
All this gave great uneasiness in Britain, for command of the sea
was necessary to the very existence of an Island Power. A
further cause of apprehension was the Berlin-Bagdad rail-
way (§ 170), which seemed to lay India open to a German
attack.
It seemed madness to remain on bad terms with France when
we were faced with the possibility of a life-and-death struggle
with France's great enemy. Early in the new century several
circumstances favoured a change in British foreign policy. The
passing of Queen Victoria (1901) and of Lord Salisbury (1902)
removed two powerful personalities who had always been
more or less pro-German. The new Premier (Balfour) and
Foreign Secretary (Lord Lansdowne) brought a fresh vision
to bear on the European situation; while Edward VII (1901-
1910), genial and pleasure-loving by nature, had long loved
France, and was on very bad terms with his bumptious nephew
William II. The King knew his position as a constitutional
sovereign too well to force on the diplomatic revolution which
followed, but his personality created the friendly atmosphere
which made it possible.
France was equally ready to let bygones be bygones. Russia's
preoccupation in Manchuria, where she was on the brink of the
war with Japan which for the time annihilated both her fighting
forces and her financial credit, greatly lessened the value of the
Dual Alliance for the time being. Suppose Germany took

